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What is climate change? 
Climate change is the natural and human induced 
changes to the climate attributed to increased 
levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 
Climate change is likely to be one of our biggest 
challenges for the foreseeable future. It will affect 
our liveability, health, natural environment and 
economy. 

Current planning scheme requirements 
and other strategies 
The current planning scheme (Sunshine Coast 
Planning Scheme 2014) incorporates the key 
directions of council’s former Climate Change and 
Peak Oil Strategy 2010-2020.   

Council’s Environment and Liveability Strategy 
2017 is now the key document that sets the policy 
direction for addressing climate change on the 
Sunshine Coast. A key action from this document 
is the preparation of the Coastal Hazard 
Adaptation Strategy that was adopted by Council 
in May 2021. Importantly, this Strategy seeks to 
proactively plan for the impacts of climate change 
and coastal hazards to build the resilience of our 
region now and into the future.    

The Sunshine Coast Design Strategy also 
supports the actions of the Environment and 
Liveability Strategy 2017. The Sunshine Coast 
Design book includes 10 design principles to 
inspire and encourage good design that reflects 
the values and characteristics of the Sunshine 
Coast. The book encourages buildings and new 
development to be designed to work with the local 
climate, use less energy, reduce reliance on non-
renewable energy, have a capacity for adaptation 
and re-use in response to changing needs, use 

locally sourced and sustainable materials and be 
resilient to extreme weather events.   

Issues already identified 
1. Climate change increases extreme weather 

events and risks associated with natural 
hazards such as bushfire, flooding, coastal 
erosion, storm tide, sea level rise and tidal 
inundation. 

2. Climate change is also likely to impact 
agricultural production and the resilience of 
ecosystems. 

3. Recognising that the planning scheme is 
limited in its ability to directly address climate 
change, but can assist to: 
• build resilience, mitigate hazard risk and 

complement other adaptation tools   
• encourage a compact urban form which 

reduces car dependency  
• encourage built form that is energy 

efficient and designed to suit the local 
climate  

• provide for the protection, rehabilitation 
and reconnection of natural areas and 
habitats.  
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What we propose to do 
Review provisions in the new planning scheme to 
incorporate:  

• the key directions of Council’s Environment 
and Liveability Strategy 2017, Coastal Hazard 
Adaptation Strategy (May 2021) and the 
Sunshine Coast Design Book  

• the latest natural hazard mapping that 
considers the predicted impacts of climate 
change   

• the State Planning Policy (SPP) requirements 
with respect to climate change  

• recent planning for the Blue Heart Sunshine 
Coast and other major undeveloped 
floodplain and greenspace areas that also 
represent key elements of a long-term 
strategy to mitigate the predicted impacts of 
climate change. 

Note – the review of provisions in the new 
planning scheme is likely to result in changes to 
some current zonings, the range of uses that can 
be established in some zones and the 
requirements that apply to certain development in 
affected areas. 
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Tell us what you think 
• Do you have any comments on this topic? 
• Do you agree with what we propose to do 

in response to this topic as part of the new 
planning scheme? 

To have your say, scan 
the QR code or go to 
haveyoursay. 
sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 

 

https://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/newplanningscheme
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