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Why are rural areas important? 
The Sunshine Coast’s rural areas play an 
important role in supporting rural enterprise, 
providing tourism and lifestyle opportunities and 
protecting large areas of valuable natural assets 
and landscape character.  

Current planning scheme requirements 
The current planning scheme (Sunshine Coast 
Planning Scheme 2014) significantly increased 
the range of allowable uses within rural areas 
compared to previous planning schemes.   

Under the current planning scheme, rural areas 
are generally included in the Rural zone which is 
intended to provide for a wide range of activities 
such as growing of crops, greenhouse/hydroponic 
farms, rural packing sheds, roadside stalls, 
grazing of livestock (cattle and horse studs), 
animal farming (dairy, poultry, piggeries etc.), 
aquaculture, kennels and catteries, art and craft 
centre, home based businesses, rural workers 
accommodation, wholesale nurseries, wineries, 
nature-based tourism and short term 
accommodation.  

Other uses may also be appropriate such as 
function facilities, café/restaurants, tourist parks, 
tourist attractions and veterinary services.   

The current planning scheme limits further 
subdivision in rural areas and contains urban and 
rural residential development within defined 
growth management boundaries consistent with 
the requirements of the South East Queensland 
Regional Plan 2017.   

The current planning scheme incorporates the 
key directions of the Regional Economic 
Development Strategy 2013-2033 which 

recognises the importance of rural enterprise to 
the Sunshine Coast economy. 

Issues already identified 
1. Intensive rural activities (e.g. intensive 

horticulture and animal industries) can have 
adverse impacts on the character and amenity 
of an area if they are not appropriately 
designed and operated, particularly in relation 
to the size and siting of buildings, buffering to 
nearby uses and generation of noise and 
odours.  

2. The need to ensure non-rural activities in rural 
areas (e.g. function facilities, short-term 
accommodation and the like) avoid or 
minimise adverse impacts, such as undue 
noise and traffic generation, recognising the 
higher level of amenity reasonably expected 
in rural areas. 

3. There has been increased demand for rural 
camping and nature and farm-based tourism 
experiences.   

4. Some uses that have established in rural 
areas with numerous and/or large buildings 
and structures (e.g. tourist parks and intensive 
rural uses) may be having a negative impact 
on non-urban breaks between individual 
townships and communities.   

5. There is a need to ensure valuable farming 
land and rural activities are protected from 
land use conflicts caused by residential 
development and other sensitive uses locating 
close by.  
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What we propose to do 
Review provisions in the new planning scheme to:  

• identify and protect valuable farming land and 
rural activities from land use conflicts  

• allow for an appropriate range of value-
adding rural enterprises, rural and nature-
based tourism, and non-rural activities in rural 
areas that support the Sunshine Coast 
economy, while protecting the rural function, 
amenity and character of these areas.  

 

 

Current as at 9 February 2022. 

 

Tell us what you think 
• Do you have any comments on this topic? 
• Do you agree with what we propose to do 

in response to this topic as part of the new 
planning scheme? 

 

To have your say, scan 
the QR code or go to 
haveyoursay. 
sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 

 

https://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/newplanningscheme
https://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/newplanningscheme

