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Supply of industrial land 
Following years of relatively slow take up, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has seen higher demand for 
industrial land. The speed of this take up has 
significantly depleted the current supply of 
developed industrial land on the Sunshine Coast. 

While it is estimated that the current planning 
scheme (Sunshine Coast Planning Scheme 2014) 
continues to allocate sufficient suitably zoned 
land to meet the region’s future business and 
industry needs, for at least the next 15 years, it is 
recognised that not all of this land will be made 
available to develop in the short term and, 
therefore, the new planning scheme will need to 
consider providing additional industrial land 
supply. 

The current planning scheme includes the Low 
impact industry zone, Medium impact industry 
zone, High impact industry zone and the 
Waterfront and marine industry zone.  

Use of industrial land 
Land included within an industry zone is intended 
to be used and developed for a range of industrial 
uses. Non-industrial uses that support or are 
compatible with existing and future industrial uses 
may also be developed within industry zones.   

The current planning scheme generally does not 
support the development of non-industrial uses 
within industry zones that may create land use 
conflicts or consume land that could otherwise be 
used for industrial uses. There is, however, 
increasing demand for non-industrial uses such 
as indoor sport and recreation (e.g. gyms and 
dance schools) to locate in these areas due, in 

part, to lower establishment costs compared to 
alternative centre locations. 

Issues already identified 
1. Need to ensure an adequate supply of 

industrial land into the future.  

2. Loss of industrial land to inappropriate non-
industrial uses.  

3. Potential for loss of some existing industrial 
areas in the medium / long term as they 
intentionally transition to other uses to 
support urban renewal or centre consolidation 
outcomes. 

4. Incompatible uses within the High impact 
industry zone compromising the use of this 
land for the intended higher intensity 
industrial activities.  

5. Non-industrial uses such as gyms and dance 
studios locating within industrial areas 
occupying land set aside for industries.   

6. The establishment of caretaker’s dwellings in 
industrial areas where not required for 
genuine caretaking or property management 
purposes.  

7. Location and operation of micro-breweries. 

8. Future need for industrial land within 
hinterland towns.  

9. Enterprise and industry areas need to allow 
for change as new enterprises replace 
existing industries.   

10. Complexity of industry zones and industry 
use definition thresholds.  
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What we propose to do 
1. Review provisions in the new planning 

scheme to:  

• identify major new areas of industrial land 
at Beerwah and Beerwah East 

• investigate other potential areas 
appropriate to be zoned for industry 
purposes 

• ensure the protection of most existing 
industry zoned land for industrial uses  

• investigate options to enable limited 
indoor sport and recreation uses within 
certain industry zones   

• reconsider applicable levels of 
assessment and provisions for proposed 
caretaker dwellings in industry zones 

• address new and emerging industries, 
such as micro-breweries   

• review industry zones and industry use 
definition thresholds to make clearer and 
simpler. 

2. Undertake a further review of industrial land 
needs on the Sunshine Coast and ensure 
sufficient land is identified to meet these 
needs. 

 

Current as at 9 February 2022.  
 
 

Tell us what you think 
• Do you have any comments on this topic? 
• Do you agree with what we propose to do 

in response to this topic as part of the new 
planning scheme? 

 

To have your say, scan 
the QR code or go to 
haveyoursay. 
sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 

 

https://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/newplanningscheme
https://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/newplanningscheme

