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Engagement Summary
Thank you to everyone who contributed feedback to the Sunshine Coast Street Tree Master Plan refresh project between 24 September and 7 November 2025. During this engagement program, we asked the community to tell us:
· whether our current street tree strategies and priorities are right
· the outcomes we should prioritise for new tree planting in our parks
· the types of trees our community value most.
[bookmark: _Hlk222996779][bookmark: _Hlk222996764]We received:
· [bookmark: _Hlk222996817]159 survey responses
· 409 map contributions identifying locations for new trees.
What you value about trees the most
Sunshine Coast residents value the environmental benefits of street and park trees above all else. 
· 85 per cent of respondents selected the environmental benefits of trees, including shade, cooling, carbon storage, stormwater reduction, air quality, and wildlife habitat, as the most important to our region. 
· 78 per cent regard the aesthetic and social well-being benefits of trees to be of second and third most importance.
· 70 per cent of respondents considered the economic benefits of trees to be the least important.
These results show strong support for Council to prioritise tree-planting strategies and programs that maximise environmental outcomes, including:
· reducing heat and broader climate impacts by providing vital ecosystem services – most notably shade, cooling and the sequestration (capture and storage) of carbon.
· strengthening biodiversity and enhancing habitat values across our street and park tree network. 
Street tree planting priorities
Feedback reflected strong support for creating cooler, greener walking routes. This aligns closely with the vision and strategies of the current Street Tree Master Plan and reinforces the need to continue prioritising street tree planting in pedestrian hot spots. 
Survey responses also showed that enhancing footpath shade may encourage people to walk or cycle for travel, as well as recreation. 88 per cent of local residents who contributed feedback said they would walk or cycle more if the paths were shaded. 
The next most preferred location for new street trees was residential streets. Survey responses indicate these areas are in greater need of new trees than major boulevards or town centres. 
Equitable tree cover can help reduce social disadvantage during heatwaves. This support for residential streetscape plantings presents a valuable opportunity to identify lower canopy cover neighbourhoods across the region to prioritise for tree planting.  
Council will also continue to prioritise planting in local streets where residents are willing to assist with after planting care, through Council’s Adopt a Street Tree program. 
Park tree planting priorities
Respondents ranked the following as top priorities for tree planting in parks:
· more wildlife habitat and enhanced biodiversity (strongest overall priority)
· more tree cover for cooling and greening in general
· shaded pathways to make walking more comfortable in hot weather.
There was greater support for planting trees to enhance local character, but it ranked below habitat and cooling needs. Most respondents preferred increased tree cover over keeping parks open.
Based on this feedback, Council will focus on tree planting in parks to:
· enhance wildlife habitat and strengthen biodiversity 
· increase shade, cooling and overall canopy cover, especially in parks with low canopy cover.
Most-valued tree types 
Shady canopy trees are valued by Sunshine Coast residents most, with shady rainforest species ranking highest in our most-valued trees survey question. 
Coastal character trees (she oak and banksias) were also highly prized, emerging as the second most-valued tree type. Large or old native trees, (such as eucalypts), followed closely behind, with paperbarks also well regarded, placing fourth.
While non‑native “character” species such as poinciana and Norfolk Island pine were valued by some, they ranked lower in overall preference. However, strong support was shown for protecting our most valuable planted character trees, (and our oldest and most cherished local natives), with 85 per cent of feedback in support of developing a Significant Trees Register for our region, a strong mandate for this initiative.
Community feedback on trees that are valued highlights an opportunity for planting the community’s favourite trees more often. Council will actively seek opportunities to plant:
· rainforest trees with dense or spreading canopies
· coastal species that reflect and enhance the seaside character of the Sunshine Coast. 
· tall and long-lived native trees (eucalypts, paperbarks for example) that contribute habitat and perform other important ecological functions.
Nearly half of all respondents (49 per cent) provided additional comments on preferred species/tree type. Most nominations consisted of native species or tree types (88 per cent of additional tree species nominated were native species, and half of these were rainforest type trees). 
Other themes included bird attracting species, ensuring species are compatible with local soils and ecosystems, the need for an array of species used for biodiversity and resilience; and the need for species to be climate ready.
Six per cent of supplementary species-related feedback highlighted the importance of selecting species that match the conditions of the planting site. Half of these comments emphasised the importance of selecting species on a case-by-case basis, aligning the tolerances of a species (and its relative size) to the specific conditions and dimensions of a planting site.  
The remaining half (three percent of all supplementary feedback) raised concerns about the potential for root damage when trees are planted near infrastructure, and the need to avoid species that create excessive debris, especially deciduous trees. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221705781]This feedback underscores the need for care to be taken when tree species decisions are made and highlights the value of the existing plan’s flexible approach to tree selection. With a non‑prescriptive tree selection framework, the existing plan allows for species choices to directly respond to the size and conditions of the planting site. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221707788]Collectively, the tree species-type feedback not only serves to remind tree selectors to align species decisions with site limitations, but to also look for opportunities for higher-benefit and community‑preferred species to be planted, prioritising use of these wherever possible.
What this means for the refreshed plan
Based on community feedback, Council will focus our tree planting efforts in the next stage of the plan on:
· Shading and cooling key pedestrian networks by continuing to prioritise trees for footpath shade.
· Boosting canopy cover in parks with an array of tree types with plantings designed for shading, cooling and enhancing habitat.
· Prioritising the planting of shade trees, particularly rainforest canopy trees and tall growing/long-lived native trees wherever they can be suitably accommodated.
· Prioritising the planting of coastal character trees by exploring opportunities for new or succession plantings in coastal parks and foreshore locations.
· Using canopy mapping to direct investment into residential streets and open spaces with low canopy cover to improve regional equity in tree benefits.
· Exploring the development of a Significant Trees Register with feedback reflecting strong community support for this initiative.
What’s next?
Feedback received during engagement will be carefully considered and incorporated into the development of the refreshed Master Plan. The updated plan is expected to be presented to Council for endorsement in late 2026 and will be shared with the community thereafter. 
All locations nominated by the community for new tree planting are now being assessed by Council’s Tree Planting Team. Suitable sites will have new trees planted during 2026-27, as resources and scheduled programs allow.  
Are you interested in partnering with Council to help care for a new tree outside your home? To register interest in council’s Adopt a Street Tree program please contact council at adoptastreettree@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au.
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